The Walton report and its subsequent impact on cervical cancer screening programs in Canada.
A summary and discussion of some of the important and controversial recommendations in the original Walton report of 1976 on cervical cancer screening programs in Canada are presented. The reactions to the report in Canada are briefly outlined, particularly as related to the frequency of screening. The subsequent modifications in the recommendations by the reconvened task force of 1980, in response to the concerns of the profession and to newly available data, are highlighted.